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AS WE GATHER
We pray, but at times God seems distant. Today we hear the Good News that God has 

AM

God, in whom all of God dwells bodily, Paul writes. In His Son, our heavenly Father 

Savior, Jesus, by His wondrous love.

service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.
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LSB 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES 
To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in You I trust; 
let me not be put to shame; 
let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; 
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
for You are the God of my salvation; 
for You I wait all the day long. 

Exodus 4:1 20 

 LORD  2 The LORD said 
  3 And he said, 

serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4 But the LORD 
so he put out his hand and caught it, and it 

became a staff in his hand  5  believe that the LORD, the God 
of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

 6 Again, the LORD 
ins [a] And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took 
it out, behold, his hand was leprous[b] like snow. 7 

o he put his hand back inside his cloak, and 
when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 8

believe the latter sign. 9 If they will not believe even these two signs or listen 
to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry 



ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on 
 10 But Moses said to the LORD

eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I 
 11 Then the LORD 

made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it 
not I, the LORD? 12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and 

 13 

 14 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses 
Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can 

speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he 
will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his 
mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you 
both what to do. 16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your 
mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 17 And take in your hand this staff, 

18 Moses went back to Jethro his father-
in-

 19 And the LORD  all 
the men who were seeking y  20 So Moses took his wife and 
his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. 
And Moses took the staff of God in his hand.                                                 
O Lord, have mercy on us.                                                                              
Thanks be to God 

Hebrews 3:1 6 
Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 
Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him 
who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God's house. 3 For 
Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses as much more 
glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For 
every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now 
Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things 
that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a 



son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our 
boasting in our hope. 
O Lord, have mercy on us.                                                                              
Thanks be to God 

John 8:31-38 
The Holy Gospel according to St John, the eighth chapter.                                                     
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                                                                                              
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

 33 They answered him, 
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 

 34 Jesus answered them,  everyone 
who practices sin is a slave[a] to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the 
house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you 
seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I 
have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your 
father  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                         
Praise be to Thee, O Christ 

 
RESPONSORY 

You who share in a heavenly calling. 
If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 
If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
Hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

PASSION READING
The Passion of our Lord according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter.



And they laid hands on Him and seized Him. But one of those who stood by
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
And Jesus said to them, 

Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to 
capture Me? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and 

 
And they all left Him and fled. And a young man followed Him, with 
nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, but he left the 
linen cloth and ran away naked. And they led Jesus to the high priest. And 
all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. And Peter 
had followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. 
And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. Now the 
chief priests and the whole Council were seeking testimony against Jesus to 
put Him to death, but they found none. For many bore false witness against 
Him, but their testimony did not agree. And some stood up and bore false 

that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made 
with 

made no answer. Again the high pr
 

 
tnesses do 

all condemned Him as deserving death. And some began to spit on Him and 

guards received Him with blows.
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



 Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen.  

 
LSB 770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

                                       Sermon  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church

Hear their cries, O Lord, grant them courage as You accompany, and 
answer them speedily.



Let us ask God to strengthen the faith of those who only recently have 
known Him. 
Reveal Yourself gently to them, Lord Jesus, through the caring of Your 
church. 
Let us pray for those who feel trapped by circumstances beyond their 
control. 
Assure them that You know their dilemma and that the deliverer has 
come: Jesus, our Savior and Lord. 

 
Show them mercy, O Lord, as You passed over Your Old Testament 
people. Grant them peace through Your presence. 
Let us pray for all who know no good ways to turn, are unsure of the truth, 
and await only their deaths. 
Tell them again, Lord Jesus, that You alone are the way, and the truth, 
and the life. 
Finally, let us pray for all who are tired from opposition in the world around 
them and from their own conflicts within themselves. 
Awaken in them a sense of Your accompanying them on their journey 
until that day when they and we join those who have gone before us at 
Your heavenly banquet hall. 
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. 
By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen 
to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works,  
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name 
Thy kingdom come  

Thy will be done on earth 
 as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those  
    who trespass against us; 
             and lead us not into temptation, 
                      but deliver us from evil. 
                    For Thine is the kingdom 
                and the power and the glory 
                   forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Our heavenly Father, who revealed Himself to us as love eternal, bless you; 
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who gave Himself in love for the sins of all, 
bless you; and the Holy Spirit, who has worked trusting faith in your hearts, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

LSB 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 


